
Free Renovation Guide: Steps to the Perfect 

Home 

Home renovation is one of the biggest and most exciting projects one can undertake, whether 

it’s modernizing a small apartment or completely transforming a large family house. The goal 

of renovation is often to create more homely, functional, and aesthetically pleasing spaces. 

However, this is not only a creative process but also requires serious logistical and financial 

planning. In this guide, we will detail the steps of renovation, from planning to 

implementation, so that the project is not just a dream, but a reality that you can proudly enjoy 

for years. 

Home renovation is not just an aesthetic decision, but also a long-term investment. A well-

executed project can increase the value of the property, reduce maintenance costs, and 

significantly improve the quality of life. However, to truly achieve these goals, many 

decisions need to be made during the process. How do we choose the right materials? How do 

we manage costs? How do we find the best professionals? This guide answers these questions, 

leading you step by step through the transformation process. 

 

Determining the Purpose of Renovation 

The first and perhaps most important step is clarifying the goals of the renovation. This 

simple but essential step determines the direction and framework of the entire project. Why 

did you decide to renovate your home? The reasons can be varied, and each requires a unique 

approach. 

Many people want to create a more comfortable and modern home that better suits their 

lifestyle. For example, if you cook often, a new kitchen with modern equipment and practical 

layout can fundamentally change your everyday life. Others embark on renovation to increase 

the value of the property, especially if they plan to sell it in the near future. In this case, in 

addition to aesthetic aspects, energy efficiency and modern solutions also play an important 

role. 

Setting Objectives: 

Defining specific and measurable goals for the renovation helps to more easily track progress 

during the process. For example, instead of “I want a new kitchen,” specify: “I want to 

renovate the kitchen in two months, reducing utility bills by 20% by installing modern 

equipment.” Such objectives help to make planning and implementation more efficient. 



 

 

1. Determining the Purpose of Renovation 

The basis of the renovation process is to be clear about our goals. Why did you decide to 

embark on such a project? What do you want to achieve? These questions guide every step of 

the renovation. Below we present some possible goals and their importance: 

Increasing Comfort 

Increasing home comfort is perhaps the most common motivation behind renovation. As our 

lifestyle changes, our home needs to adapt to these needs. The expansion of a family, a new 

hobby, or even just the need to use modern technologies are all factors that may require the 

rearrangement and modernization of space. 



Increasing Property Value 

A well-thought-out renovation can significantly increase the value of the property. This can 

be particularly important for those planning to sell in the near future. Projects such as creating 

a modern kitchen or incorporating energy-saving solutions can make the property more 

attractive to potential buyers. 

Sustainability and Energy Efficiency 

In today’s world, energy efficiency and sustainability are gaining more and more attention. 

Replacing old windows, improving insulation, or installing renewable energy sources such as 

solar panels not only protects the environment in the long run but also results in significant 

cost savings. 

 

2. Room-by-Room Priorities and Planning 

During renovation, it’s important to break the project down into smaller, manageable units. 

Different rooms in the home play different roles in our lives, and these roles determine which 

areas should be prioritized during renovation. 

Kitchen 

The kitchen is the heart of the home, where the family gathers, where creativity can soar, and 

where everyday life begins and ends. A modern and functional kitchen can be one of the best 

investments. 

Planning: 

 Layout: Consider ergonomic aspects when placing appliances, work surfaces, and 

storage. 

 Material selection: Choose durable and easy-to-clean materials, such as quartz 

countertops and stainless steel appliances. 

 Storage: Ensure sufficient storage space, for example with pull-out drawers or hidden 

storage solutions. 



 

 

Bathroom 

The bathroom is where the beginning and end of the day take place, so it’s particularly 

important that it be comfortable and practical. 

Main elements: 

 Tiles and coverings: Choose moisture-resistant, durable tiles. 

 Lighting: Combine functional and mood lighting. 

 Equipment: Install water-saving showerheads and modern sanitary ware. 

 

 



3. Permits and Legal Compliance 

Compliance with laws is particularly important during renovations. Often, plans and ideas can 

only be implemented if the appropriate permits are obtained. Failure to comply with legal 

requirements can result in serious penalties or project shutdown. 

When are permits needed? 

 For structural changes, such as wall demolition or construction. 

 For external modifications, such as facade changes or extensions. 

 For modifications to mechanical systems, such as relocating electrical or plumbing. 

How to obtain permits? 

 Contact the local government to clarify local regulations. 

 Work with a construction expert or designer. 

 Prepare the necessary documents, such as plans and budgets. 

Budget Planning and Management 

Introduction to Budget Planning 

One of the most important steps in home renovation is accurate budget planning. This is 

essential not only for controlling expenses and maintaining financial discipline but also to 

ensure that the renovation process does not stall and the end result turns out as planned. When 

creating a budget, you need to consider material costs, labor costs, unforeseen expenses, and 

the possibilities of alternative solutions. The following detailed explanation helps you plan 

accurately and consciously. 

Budget Structure: The Three Pillars 

Material Costs (50%) 

Material costs usually make up the largest part of the total budget. This includes all basic 

materials such as paint, tiles, sanitary ware, flooring, and other necessary elements. 

What to consider when choosing materials? 

 Quality and price: Quality materials last longer but can be more expensive. It’s worth 

comparing offers from different suppliers to find the best value for money. 

 Sustainability: Consider environmentally friendly solutions, such as using recycled 

materials. 

 Warranty: Choose materials for which the manufacturer provides a long-term 

warranty, such as moisture-resistant coverings or scratch-resistant countertops. 

Example: Kitchen material costs 

During a kitchen renovation, you need to account for the following items: 

 Cabinets and countertops: 500,000–1,000,000 HUF. 



 Coverings (floor and wall): 200,000–500,000 HUF. 

 Appliances (oven, refrigerator, dishwasher): 800,000–1,500,000 HUF. 

Solutions to reduce material costs: 

 Buy in bulk to get discounts. 

 Look for seasonal promotions or clearance sales. 

 Consider purchasing used or refurbished furniture and equipment. 

Labor Costs (40%) 

The labor costs of professionals are also a significant part of the budget. This includes the 

work of contractors, tilers, plumbers, electricians, and other professionals. 

Tips for optimizing labor costs: 

 Request multiple quotes: Ask for detailed quotes from at least three different 

contractors to compare prices. 

 Clarify scope: Put in writing exactly what work you expect and by what deadline. This 

avoids subsequent misunderstandings and additional costs. 

 Utilize DIY opportunities: Tasks such as painting or demolition can be done by 

yourself, significantly reducing the costs spent on professionals. 

Example: Bathroom labor costs 

 Tiling and flooring: 200,000–500,000 HUF. 

 Plumbing: 100,000–300,000 HUF. 

 Painting and priming: 50,000–100,000 HUF. 

Practical solution: If you’re short on time, ask professionals to do the work in stages, for 

example, tiling first, then painting later. 

Contingency Fund (10-15%) 

A budget for unforeseen expenses is essential, as unexpected situations often arise during 

renovations. For example: 

 Uncovering hidden defects, such as outdated wiring or poor insulation. 

 Price changes in the materials market. 

 Unique requirements that arise during the process. 

Strategy for using the contingency fund: 

 Only access the reserve when there’s a real need. 

 Document what you spent the reserve on and regularly check the status of the original 

budget. 

Example: 

For a budget of 5 million HUF, set aside at least 500,000–750,000 HUF as a reserve. 



 

Budget Tips and Solutions 

1. DIY (Do It Yourself): What Can You Do Yourself? 

Self-performed work can be cost-effective if you have basic tools and some experience. 

What work is worth doing yourself? 

 Painting: Simple wall and ceiling painting jobs. 

 Demolition: Removal of old coverings, carpets. 

 Decoration: Installing shelves, setting up curtains and accessories. 

Advantages: 

 Cost savings. 

 Work can be done at your own pace. 



 Learning opportunity and personal satisfaction. 

Disadvantages: 

 Time-consuming. 

 In case of faulty execution, additional costs may arise. 

2. Using Alternative Materials 

When choosing materials, it’s not always necessary to opt for the most expensive solutions. 

Using alternative, cheaper materials can offer cost-effective yet aesthetic solutions. 

Examples of alternative materials: 

 Laminate flooring instead of vinyl: A more affordable yet durable option. 

 Paintable wallpaper: More economical than traditional wall coverings. 

 Recycled wood: Sustainable and cost-effective. 

3. Incorporating Multifunctional Solutions 

Multifunctional solutions can save space and money while increasing the value of your home. 

Examples: 

 Sliding doors: Space-saving and stylish. 

 Built-in cabinets: Maximize storage capacity. 

 Smart lighting: Provides mood and functionality while being energy-efficient. 

How to Check the Budget? 

 Tracking: Use spreadsheets or budgeting software to document expenses. 

 Weekly checks: Regularly review costs to prevent overspending. 

 Flexibility: Keep in mind that some items may need to be reallocated. 

 

DIY and Using Alternative Materials During Renovation: 

Creativity, Economy, and Sustainability 

During home renovation, creativity and cost-effectiveness are key considerations. DIY (Do It 

Yourself) methods and the use of alternative materials both provide opportunities to create a 

personalized, unique home while reducing expenses. These approaches not only offer budget-

friendly solutions but also allow our home to bear our own handprint and reflect our 

personality. Below, we detail how to successfully implement these solutions and how to 

overcome potential challenges. 

 

 



DIY: Personal Effort, Huge Results 

One of the biggest advantages of self-performed work is that it provides full control over the 

renovation process. From painting to minor demolition work, and even implementing more 

complex decorative elements, DIY allows us to take an active role in transforming our home. 

Last but not least, we can also save significant amounts, as labor costs often make up a 

significant part of renovation costs. 

Painting is one of the simplest DIY projects that can have a dramatic effect on the appearance 

of a room. A fresh coat of paint not only makes the space cleaner and brighter but also 

provides an opportunity to experiment with new colors and styles. Painting projects don’t 

require special expertise, just proper preparation: thorough cleaning of surfaces and priming 

ensure that the result is long-lasting. By applying smaller patterns, such as stencils, we can 

make the walls of our home unique and artistic. 

Demolition work is also an excellent example of DIY opportunities. Removing old coverings, 

carpets, or even demolishing kitchen cabinets doesn’t require special expertise, just proper 

safety equipment and caution. These simpler jobs not only have a cost-reducing effect but also 

help to better understand the structure of the home, making it easier to see what changes will 

be needed. 

Smaller installations, such as mounting shelves, curtain rods, or mirrors, also provide a great 

opportunity to save on professional fees. These tasks often only require a few basic tools, such 

as a drill, screwdriver, and level. For inexperienced DIYers, these simple projects provide a 

great entry into the world of DIY, while the results are almost immediately visible. 

Alternative Materials: Creativity and Sustainability 

The choice of materials during renovation is extremely important as it determines both the 

aesthetics and functionality of the home. Using alternative materials not only offers 

economical but also environmentally conscious solutions. By using recycled or cheaper but 

durable alternatives, we can achieve significant cost reduction while creating unique, stylish 

spaces. 

Recycled materials, such as reclaimed wood or old furniture, give a special character to a 

space. For example, by recycling an old wooden door, we can create a unique dining table or 

shelf system, which is not only stylish but also an environmentally friendly solution. 

Reclaimed bricks can be excellently used for creating decorative walls, outdoor coverings, or 

even garden elements such as flower bed borders. These materials not only tell a story but 

also give new life to existing resources. 

Laminate flooring is also a great example of alternative materials. Although cheaper than 

solid wood flooring, its appearance and functionality in many cases approach its standard. 

Laminate coverings are easy to install, simple to maintain, and available in a variety of 

patterns, including wood and stone-effect versions. This solution is particularly suitable for 

bedrooms and living rooms where the floor covering is not exposed to large amounts of 

moisture. 

Paintable wallpapers are another great alternative if you want to quickly and cheaply change 

the appearance of a room. These wallpapers allow you to create unique patterns and textures 



while being easily repaintable if you want to change the mood of the interior. In addition to 

simple installation and low cost, this solution is particularly useful in rooms such as the 

hallway or children’s room, where walls often need refreshing. 

DIY and Alternative Materials: The Power of Collaboration 

DIY methods and the use of alternative materials offer effective solutions separately, but 

when applied together, they provide even greater benefits. For example, renovating an old 

piece of furniture – where we sand, paint, and reupholster it ourselves – is not only cost-

effective but also an extremely creative project. Such work not only saves money but also 

enriches our home with a unique piece that we can proudly show to others. 

Furniture and decorative elements made of concrete are also great examples of how we can 

combine alternative materials and DIY techniques. Making a simple concrete bench or planter 

is not only cost-effective but also lends a special industrial effect to the space. These elements 

are extremely durable and are an ideal choice for lovers of modern design. 

Challenges and Solutions 

Although the application of DIY and alternative materials has many advantages, it is not 

without challenges. Time-consuming work processes, the possibility of faulty execution, or 

uncertainty about the quality of materials are all factors that can cause problems. However, 

with proper planning and preparation, these problems can be minimized. 

Lack of experience, for example, often leads to errors in DIY projects. To avoid this, it’s 

worth starting with smaller-scale work where we can safely learn the basic techniques. In the 

case of alternative materials, always thoroughly check their quality and only buy from reliable 

sources. 

DIY and the use of alternative materials are exciting, cost-effective, and sustainable ways to 

renovate our home. These approaches provide an opportunity to personalize our living space 

while taking an active role in the creation process. Although they come with some challenges, 

with proper planning and determination, these methods not only save money but also create a 

home where every detail bears our own signature. 

 

 

Incorporating Multifunctional Solutions and Checking the 

Budget During Renovation 

One of the key aspects of renovation projects is the optimal use of spaces and cost control. 

Incorporating multifunctional solutions and continuously checking the budget not only 

promotes the success of the renovation but also ensures that the work done is worth the 

investment in the long run. Space-saving and innovative solutions can maximize the 

functionality of a home, while systematic budget tracking ensures that the project does not 

exceed the planned financial framework. In this essay, we present how these results can be 

achieved while striving for sustainability, practicality, and creativity. 



Incorporating Multifunctional Solutions: Maximizing Space Utilization 

In the design of modern homes, there is an increasing emphasis on the application of 

multifunctional spaces and equipment. These solutions are particularly important in cases 

where available space is limited, or if we want to make a home more versatile and practical. 

Multifunctional elements not only save space but are often more cost-effective as a single 

solution solves multiple problems. 

 

Multifunctional Furniture and Equipment 

One of the most common examples of multifunctional solutions is the use of furniture that can 

be used for multiple tasks. Sofa beds, which serve as both living room furniture and guest 

beds, are particularly popular in smaller apartments. Similarly, tables that function as both 

dining tables and workstations are ideal for those who work from home but don’t have a 

separate study. 

Furniture combined with storage, such as beds with storage or storage boxes that also serve as 

seats, also offer a space-saving solution. These pieces of furniture are not only aesthetic but 

also practical, as they help hide rarely used items while providing a clean and tidy appearance. 

Smart Solutions and Hidden Storage 

The incorporation of innovative technologies and hidden storage is another great way to 

utilize space. Built-in wardrobes that blend almost invisibly into the wall provide a minimalist 

appearance while offering plenty of storage space. Such solutions are particularly suitable in 

smaller rooms where open storage can make the space visually cluttered. 

Sliding doors are also excellent examples of space-saving multifunctional solutions. Used 

instead of traditional doors, they save space while lending a modern, clean appearance to the 

home. These doors can also have noise clean appearance to the home. These doors can also 

have noise-reducing properties, which is an additional advantage. 

Connecting Outdoor and Indoor Spaces 

Multifunctional solutions can be extended not only to the interior but also to the exterior. A 

terrace, for example, can serve as both a relaxation area and a dining area if properly 

designed. Folding or extendable tables and chairs can be easily transformed, making the space 

versatile for family dinners or even for work. 

Checking the Budget: Maintaining Financial Discipline 

The success of a renovation project requires not only creative solutions but also close 

monitoring of costs. Budget control not only ensures that the project stays within the planned 

financial framework but also helps manage unforeseen expenses. 

Preparing Initial Budget 



The first step is planning the budget. This includes estimating all expected costs, including 

materials, labor, permits, and a contingency fund. It’s important to make realistic forecasts 

and include a 10-15% contingency fund to cover unforeseen expenses. 

Tracking the Budget 

Continuous monitoring of costs is crucial to maintaining financial discipline. Use 

spreadsheets or budgeting software to track expenses for each item. Regular updating of the 

budget allows you to quickly react to changes, for example, if the price of a material increases 

or if unexpected repair work arises. 

Weekly Checks and Reports 

The best way to monitor is to review the budget on a weekly basis. This includes comparing 

expenses to the original plan and analyzing any discrepancies. For example, if the costs of a 

particular section exceed the planned amount, it’s worth examining how this can be 

compensated in other items. 

Maintaining Flexibility 

While budget control is important, it’s equally essential to maintain flexibility. There may be 

situations where an unexpected opportunity – such as a discounted but premium quality 

covering – increases expenses in the short term but creates value in the long term. These 

opportunities should be carefully considered and, if necessary, the budget should be 

reallocated. 

The Connection Between Multifunctional Solutions and Budget 

Multifunctional solutions and budget are closely related. Innovative, space-saving solutions 

may often be more expensive initially, but can result in cost savings in the long run. For 

example, a piece of furniture with built-in storage can serve both aesthetic and practical 

purposes while reducing the need for additional storage elements. Tracking the budget helps 

ensure that such investments are sustainable and feasible. 

The incorporation of multifunctional solutions and strict budget control are two fundamental 

pillars of a successful renovation project. These strategies not only increase the functionality 

and aesthetics of the rooms but also ensure that the project stays within financial limits. By 

applying careful planning, creativity, and discipline together, we can create a home that meets 

our needs in the long term and fills its owner with pride. 

Conclusion 

Home renovation is a complex process that requires careful planning, creativity, and financial 

discipline. By following the steps outlined in this guide - from determining the purpose of 

renovation to incorporating multifunctional solutions and maintaining strict budget control - 

you can transform your living space into a more comfortable, functional, and aesthetically 

pleasing environment. 



Remember that each renovation project is unique, and it’s important to adapt these guidelines 

to your specific needs and circumstances. Whether you’re updating a single room or 

undertaking a complete home makeover, the key to success lies in balancing your vision with 

practical considerations and financial realities. 

By taking a thoughtful approach to renovation, you can not only enhance your daily living 

experience but also potentially increase the value of your property. The effort and resources 

you invest in your home today can pay dividends in comfort, efficiency, and satisfaction for 

years to come. 

As you embark on your renovation journey, don’t hesitate to seek professional advice when 

needed, and always prioritize quality and safety in your decisions. With patience, persistence, 

and the right approach, you can turn your renovation dreams into reality and create a home 

that truly reflects your lifestyle and personality. 
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